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PHIL 309: GLOBAL JUSTICE                   
Fall 2017   
TR  10-11:50 
Room: GER 303 
Instructor: Martina Ferrari 
 

Office Hours: R 12–2:00 & by appt. 
Office: 232 Susan Campbell Hall 
email: mferrar2@uoregon.edu 

 

 
 
Course Description: 
The topic of global justice has become a topic of philosophical reflection only recently. The acceleration of global trade and 
investment, aided by free-market economic policies that have opened economies domestically and internationally, and of 
technological advancements of the past few decades, has intensified the centuries-old process of integration and interaction 
called globalization. Economic and financial integration, global migration, and the establishment of international organizations 
like the United Nations, the World Bank, and the International Monetary Fund have called into question state sovereignty, 
especially its role in prosecuting international war criminals, securing citizens’ rights, identifying and treating prisoners of war, 
suspending civil liberties, and suppressing political dissent.  
 
In the first two thirds of the course, we will investigate different responses to the paradox at the heart of sovereignty. With 
Schmitt, we will consider the ethical implications of and presuppositions for the demarcation of “friends” and “enemies” in 
the international context. We will grapple with questions such as: What is the role of the state/sovereign in identifying the 
“enemy”? Who becomes defined as the “enemy” and what does such a labelling entail? With Agamben, we will reflect on the 
“state of exception” as the nomos of modern Western democracies and how this biopolitical paradigm relies upon the 
designation of lives worth living and lives that are not. Butler will help us answer the questions of how we come to apprehend 
life as life and what the role of this framing is in legitimizing the West’s prosecution of its wars or in the justification of 
torture? In the last third of the course, we will focus on the relationship between liberalism—what Naomi Klein calls “disaster 
capitalism”—international wars, and climate change.  
 
Course Goals:  

• Develop intellectual generosity and critical thinking skills 
• Develop clarity in expression (both written and verbal) and rigor in argument 
• Gain exposure to issues and debates within the field of global ethics and justice  
• Become a better writer and a thoughtful thinker 

 
Required Texts: 
Schmitt, Carl. 2007. The Concept of the Political. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press. ISBN: 9780226738925 
Agamben, Giorgio. 1998. Homo Sacer. Stanford: Stanford University Press. ISBN: 9780804732185 
Butler, Judith. 2010. Frames of War. NY: Verso. ISBN: 9781844676262 
Butler, Judith. 2004. Precarious Lives. NY: Verso. ISBN: 9781844675449 
Klein, Naomi. 2007. The Shock Doctrine. Toronto: Random House. ISBN: 9780312427993 
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Course Requirements:  
 
Written Work (80%), broken down as follows: 

• Three Issue Papers (13.3%x3=40%)  
o One from each of the following blocks:  

 Weeks 1-3  
 Weeks 5-7  
 Weeks 8-10  

o Format:  
 The Issue Papers should be 600-700 words in length. 
 Provide a succinct but clear overview of the theoretical framework you chose to deploy for your 

analysis. 
 Identify a specific issue in global/world news and analyze it by placing it via reference to the chosen 

framework.  
 On days when your issue papers are due, please bring a copy to class and be prepared to discuss your 

analysis as well as be “the expert” on the theoretical framework in question. 
o The grade will be based on your understanding of the theoretical framework you are employing, the clarity of 

your exposition, the thoughtfulness of your application of the framework, and meeting the required length. 
o No late Issue Papers are accepted. 

 
• Glossary Entries (10x1.5%=15%)  

o Every week you are expected to work on a glossary.  
 This entails identifying one term that is key in the week’s readings. Some weeks, I will ask you to 

define specific terms/concepts. 
 Provide two quotations in which the term appears.  
 Provide a definition of the term/concept in your own words.  

o The entries should be submitted via Canvas on Thursdays by 11:59 pm and should engage that week’s 
readings. 

o The grade will be based on providing an accurate and clear definition of the term and on posting the term in 
the glossary before the deadline. 
 Your entries will be graded as either DUCK + (insightful, accurate, and clear), DUCK (accurate but 

lacking in clarity and precision), DUCK – (incomplete, inaccuracy, and lacking clarity), or 0 (no entry 
submitted, or the entry does not meet the minimum requirements). 

o At the end of the term, I will ask you to compile and turn in all the glossary entries you posted throughout 
the term. 

o No late Glossary Entries are accepted. 
 

• Final Paper (25%) 
o The final paper will be 6-7 pages in length. Papers will be due on 12/4 no later than 11:59 pm and should be 

submitted on Canvas. For your final paper, you will be asked to identify a specific global case/event that 
interests you and pertains to the material discussed in class. Use course readings and discussions to explain 
what global ethics issues the case/event raises. Explain why you have chosen this case and why you think it is 
important. Show how the concepts and theories discussed in the class provide a way to understand the issues 
raised by the case. Think of the paper as a way to demonstrate how theory (specifically the theories discussed 
in the course) provides critical approaches for examining concrete phenomena. 

o Late Final Papers will be penalized one letter grade per day past the deadline.  
 
Attendance and Participation (20%) 

• Your written work for the class is the space for presenting well-thought-out analysis and response. Class discussion 
will be your forum for trying out and experimenting with new and old ideas, and working through the material in the 
reading. I expect you to be prepared each day to 1) discuss the reading, 2) ask questions about its meaning and merit, 
3) help others find the answers, 4) discern presuppositions, 5) trace consequences, 6) reconstruct arguments, and 7) 
evaluate strengths and weaknesses of positions.  
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Grading Criteria: To do excellent work on the papers in this course, you will need to do more than just reiterate what various 
authors have said in the readings or what was said in class. An “A” indicates that you not only understand and comprehend 
the material, but that you have thought critically about it, fully fleshing out its subtleties and implications so that you can 
creatively apply the material at many levels. A “B” reflects an above-average understanding of the material without any major 
errors; however, “B” work doesn’t capture the complexity of the issues and tends to accurately summarize what has been read 
or said in class.  A “C” suggests a struggle with the material that manages an average, basic comprehension of it but is flawed 
by some significant misunderstandings or errors. A “D” indicates only a rudimentary comprehension of part of the material 
with most of the material being misunderstood. An “F” indicates no understanding of the material.  

A handout that details expectations for writing for this course, the policy on rewritten work, and grading guidelines will be 
available on Canvas.  

Grades on papers and exams will be given on the standard 0-100 point grading scale:  

100-97:  A+ 
96-93:  A 
92-90:  A- 
89-87:  B+ 
86-83:  B 
82-80:     B- 

 
79-77:  C+ 
76-73:  C 
72-70:    C- 
69-60:  D 
59-0:   F

Additional Course Policies: 
Incompletes and extensions will be given only in the event of documented emergencies. 

No Electronics: If I warn you to put an electronic device way, expect it to reflect on your grade. If I have to warn you a 
second time, I will ask you to leave and/or you will be marked absent for the day.  

Emergencies:  In the event of a major campus emergency, course requirements, deadlines, and grading percentages are 
subject to changes that may be necessitated by a revised term calendar or other circumstances. 

Sexual Violence: The UO is committed to providing an environment free of all forms of discrimination and sexual 
harassment, including sexual assault, domestic and dating violence, and gender-based stalking. If you (or someone you 
know) has experienced or experiences gender-based violence (intimate partner violence, attempted or completed sexual 
assault, harassment, coercion, stalking, etc.), know that you are not alone. UO has staff members trained to support 
survivors in navigating campus life, accessing health and counseling services, providing academic and housing 
accommodations, helping with legal protective orders, and more. 

Please be aware that all UO employees are required reporters. This means that, if you tell me about a situation, I may have 
to report the information to my supervisor or the Office of Affirmative Action and Equal Opportunity. Although I have to 
report the situation, you will still have options about how your case will be handled, including whether or not you wish to 
pursue a formal complaint. Our goal is to make sure you are aware of the range of options available to you and have access 
to the resources you need. If you wish to speak to someone confidentially, you can call 541-346-SAFE, UO’s 24-hour 
hotline, to be connected to a confidential counselor to discuss your options. You can also visit the SAFE website at 
safe.uoregon.edu. 

Accessibility: If you have a documented disability, please contact me in advance. If you need accommodations in this class, I 
will work with the Accessible Education Center to find a solution for you.  

Academic Honesty: There will be zero tolerance for plagiarism in this course. Plagiarized papers will receive a 0, the student 
will automatically fail the course, and their name will be given to the university authorities.  For more on the University of 
Oregon policy on plagiarism, see the following website: http://libweb.uoregon.edu/guides/plagiarism/students/ 

In order to avoid plagiarizing from a source, both direct quotations and paraphrases or summaries of material found in 
traditional print media or on the internet must be acknowledged. If you have any questions about how this definition will 
be interpreted, please do not hesitate to discuss the matter with me.  

  

http://libweb.uoregon.edu/guides/plagiarism/students/
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*** I will do my best to create a productive environment and inspire free thinking throughout the course. I will treat 
everyone fairly and with respect. In return, I expect you to do your best and treat everyone with respect. I want all of us to 
hold each other accountable. For this, communication is key. Please come and talk to me if anything is bothering you. The 
subject matter will be sensitive at times and the discussions may be heated – and this is quite alright, as long as we don’t 
stop communicating. We shall build our classroom community together and contribute in our own unique way. 

Readings and Assignment Schedule  

Class schedule and readings are subject to revision. You will be notified ahead of time if and when this happens. (If there is 
anything you find pertinent to this class or the topics we discuss – readings, videos, images, etc. – contact me about including 
it in our schedule).  

Week 1 – Sovereignty  
9/26 Introduction  

Read and Discuss, Falk, “Global Justice in the 21st Century: Dilemma of Sovereignty and Intervention,” 
https://richardfalk.wordpress.com/2011/07/16/dilemmas-of-sovereignty-and-intervention/  

9/28 Schmitt, The Concept of the Political, Chs. 1 (pp. 19-22), 2, 3, 5 (pp. 45-49), 6 (pp. 53-55), and 8 (30) 
 Glossary Entry due 

10/2  Last day to drop without a ‘W’ 

Key concepts/issues: The distinction between the friend and the enemy. The power of the sovereign to designate the 
friend/enemy distinction and invoke the state of exception. The argument that ethics and politics are two distinct domains.  

Week 2 – The Paradoxical Logic of Sovereignty: State of Exception & Homo Sacer 
10/3 Agamben, “Introduction,” from Homo Sacer (pp. 1-12) 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Preamble and Art. 1, http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-
rights/ 

 Declaration of the Rights of Men, article 1, http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/rightsof.asp 
Declaration of Independence, http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/document/ 

Recommended: Adams, “Michel Foucault: Biopolitics and Biopower,” 
http://criticallegalthinking.com/2017/05/10/michel-foucault-biopolitics-biopower/ 

10/5 Agamben, Part I, “The Paradox of Sovereignty” (pp. 15-20, 26-29 = I.1, I.2, I.6, I.7), “Threshold” (pp. 63-67) (12) 
Agamben, Part II, “Homo Sacer” (pp. 71-74), “Sacred Life” (pp. 81-86) (8) 
Glossary Entry due 

Key concepts/issues: Politics and ethics are inseparable. Following Aristotle, Agamben argues that the function of the state is 
to create the uniquely human association where the human potential for the good life is realized. State of exception, genocide, 
black holes.  

Week 3 – Homo Sacer: The Camps 
10/10 Arendt, “Total Domination,” from The Origin of Totalitarianism (20) 

Agamben, Part III, “The Politicization of Life” (pp. 119-125); “The Camp as the ‘Nomos’ of the Modern” (pp. 166- 
 176)  

Mayer, “The Black Sites: A Rare Look Inside the C.I.A.’s Secret Interrogation Program,” The New Yorker, 
http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2007/08/13/the-black-sites 
Ševčenko, Guantanamo Bay’s Other Anniversary: 110 years of a legal Black Hole, 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2012/dec/28/guantanamo-bay-usa 

10/12 Butler, “Indefinite Detention” (pp. 50-100) from Precarious Lives (50) 
Watch Frontline, “Out of Gitmo,” http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/out-of-gitmo/ 
Glossary Entry due 

Key concepts: The relationship between concentration camps and the state of exception. How the structure of the camps 
reflects the structure of modern political democracies. Contemporary iterations of camps. 

https://richardfalk.wordpress.com/2011/07/16/dilemmas-of-sovereignty-and-intervention/
http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/
http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/rightsof.asp
http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/document/
http://criticallegalthinking.com/2017/05/10/michel-foucault-biopolitics-biopower/
http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2007/08/13/the-black-sites
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2012/dec/28/guantanamo-bay-usa
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/out-of-gitmo/
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Week 4  – Vulnerability, Grievability, & Lives Worth Living  
10/17 Agamben, Part III, “Life That Does Not Deserve to Live” (pp. 136-143)(21)  

Tab, “Myanmar Follows Global Pattern in How Ethnic Cleansing Begins,” New York Times, 
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/18/world/asia/myanmar-rohingya-ethnic-cleansing.html 

Recommended: Cumming-Bruce, “Rohingya Crisis in Myanmar is ‘Ethnic Cleansing,’ UN Rights Chief Says,” New 
York Times,  https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/11/world/asia/myanmar-rohingya-ethnic-cleansing.html  

10/19 Butler, “Violence, Mourning, Politics” (pp. 19-49) from Precarious Lives (30) 
Glossary Entry due 

Key concepts/issues: Ontological issue of what/who counts as human and what/whose lives count as lives. What counts as a 
livable life and a grievable death? Also, is military violence and retribution the ethical response to the experiences of primary 
vulnerability and loss? 

Week 5 –  Homo Sacer: The Refugee; Framing: Differential Distribution of Precariousness 
10/24 Agamben, Part III, “Biopolitics and the Rights of Man” (pp. 126-135) 

Bethea, The New Yorker, “A Medical Emergency, and the Growing Crisis at Immigration Detention Centers,” 
https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/a-medical-emergency-and-the-growing-crisis-at-immigration-
detention-centers 
TBA, Detention Center at Nauru, Australia 
Zizek, “We Can’t Address the EU Refugee Crisis Without Confronting Global Capitalism,” 
http://inthesetimes.com/article/18385/slavoj-zizek-european-refugee-crisis-and-global-capitalism 

Recommended: Arendt, “The Decline of the Nation-State and the End of the Rights of Man,” from The Origin of 
Totalitarianism (pp. 267-269, 274-302) (30) 

10/26 Butler, “Introduction: Precarious Life, Grievable Life” (pp. 1-32), from Frames of War  
TBA, Trump’s Comments about Mexicans being rapists 
TBA, anti-Japanese campaign in the post-war 
Glossary Entry Due 

Key concepts/issues: Epistemological issue of framing, i.e., means through which we come to understand, or fail to 
understand the lives of others as lost or injured. 

Week 6 – Framing: Justification of War & Torture  
10/31 Butler, “Survivability, Vulnerability, Affect” (pp. 33-62), from Frames of War   

Watch Dirty Wars, available on Netflix 
TBA, Reflection on US intervention in Syria 

11/2 Butler, “Sexual Politics, Torture, and Secular Time” (pp. 101-135) from Frames of War  
Check out: BBC Torture: http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethics/torture/ 
Video of Trump commenting on/legitimizing torture  

 Glossary Entry Due 

Key concepts/issues: How framing operates in the justification or legitimization of international wars. 

Week 7 – Shock Doctrine: Disaster Capitalism & Crises 
11/7 Klein, “Introduction: Black Is Beautiful: Three Decades of Erasing and Remaking the World,”  

from The Shock Doctrine: The Rise of Disaster Capitalism (22) 

11/9 Klein, Part V “Shocking Times: The Rise of the Disaster Capitalism Complex” from The Shock Doctrine: The Rise of 
Disaster Capitalism (42) 
Watch Requiem for the American Dream: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rWD8Wksx_zI 
Glossary Entry due 

11/12 Last day to withdraw from classes 

Key concepts/issues: Critique of free market capitalism and the idea that it is inherently linked to and the ground of/for 
democratic politics.  

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/18/world/asia/myanmar-rohingya-ethnic-cleansing.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/11/world/asia/myanmar-rohingya-ethnic-cleansing.html
https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/a-medical-emergency-and-the-growing-crisis-at-immigration-detention-centers
https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/a-medical-emergency-and-the-growing-crisis-at-immigration-detention-centers
http://inthesetimes.com/article/18385/slavoj-zizek-european-refugee-crisis-and-global-capitalism
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethics/torture/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rWD8Wksx_zI
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Week 8 – Shock Doctrine: Social Ecology and Environmental Implications of Disaster Capitalism 
11/14 Bookchin, “What is Social Ecology?”  

Kolbert, “Coming Storms,” The New Yorker, https://www.newyorker.com/podcast/comment/coming-storms 
Klein, “Season of Smoke,” The Intercept 
Watch: The Guardian - Bleaching of the Great Barrier Reef 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/video/2016/nov/07/naomi-klein-at-the-great-barrier-reef-under-the-
surface 

 In class: Video of Trump announcing the withdrawal from the Paris accord 

11/16 Klein, “This Changes Everything” 
Watch, Klein, “This Changes Everything,” https://www.theguardian.com/business/video/2015/mar/06/this-
changes-everything-naomi-klein-oil-video 
Glossary Entry Due 

Key Concepts: Climate change and neo-liberalism.  

Week 9 – Shock Doctrine: Disaster Capitalism & International War 
11/21 Klein, Part VI, “Iraq, Full Circle: Overshock,” from The Shock Doctrine (60) 

11/23 No Class - Thanksgiving  
Finish Klein, Part VI, continued 

 Glossary Entry Due 

Key Concepts: Relationship between the establishment of the new-liberal model, international disasters, and international war. 

Week 10 – Critical Minds & Non-Violence 
11/28 Butler, “Non-Thinking in the Name of the Normative” (pp. 137-163), from Frames of War 

Recommended: Butler, “Explanation and Exoneration, or What We Can Hear” from Precarious Lives (pp. 1-18) 
Butler, “The Charge of Anti-Semitism: Jews, Israel, and the Risk of Political Critique,” from Precarious 
Lives (pp. 101-127) 

11/30 Butler, “Precarious Life” (pp. 128-151), from Precarious Life 
 Recommended: Butler, “The Claim of Non-Violence” (pp. 168-184), from Frames of War 

Glossary Entry Due 

Key concepts/issues: The politics and justifications of war and torture. Non-violence as a response to vulnerability. How to be 
and what does it mean to be critical vis-à-vis current political events. 

12/4 Final Paper due 
 

https://www.newyorker.com/podcast/comment/coming-storms
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/video/2016/nov/07/naomi-klein-at-the-great-barrier-reef-under-the-surface
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/video/2016/nov/07/naomi-klein-at-the-great-barrier-reef-under-the-surface
https://www.theguardian.com/business/video/2015/mar/06/this-changes-everything-naomi-klein-oil-video
https://www.theguardian.com/business/video/2015/mar/06/this-changes-everything-naomi-klein-oil-video

